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Paramedics Serving Avila Valley
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CAL FIRE / County Fire

� Mission Statement
� To serve and safeguard the people and protect the property 

and resources of San Luis Obispo County through education 
preparedness and emergency response.

� Vision
� The San Luis Obispo County Fire Department will exceed 

expectations and maintain the highest standards of 
preparedness, training, and emergency response.

� Core Values
� Integrity, Competence, Teamwork, Courage, Commitment
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CAL FIRE / County Fire

� 21 Fire Stations
� Air Attack Base
� Training Center
� 2 Fire Camps
� 185 Career Personnel
� 100 Seasonal 

Firefighters
� 295 Paid Call / Reserves 

Fire Fighters
� 40 Volunteers in 

Prevention
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CAL FIRE / County Fire

�� San Luis Obispo County Fire Department San Luis Obispo County Fire Department 
responds to over 500 incidents a year in the responds to over 500 incidents a year in the 
Avila Valley area and over 8000 medical aids  Avila Valley area and over 8000 medical aids  
in the county every year.in the county every year.
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All Responses for Avila Valley
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Ambulance Response to 
Avila Valley
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SLO County Total Responses
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Emergency Medical Services

� 4 CAL FIRE Paramedic 
Engine Companies in 
the Coastal Division

� Full-time CAL FIRE 
EMS Coordinator / FTO

� EMT 1 / EMT-
Defibrillator minimum 
level of service in all 
stations 
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Paramedics in Avila Valley

� Benefits to Increase 
Level of EMS Service: 
� Higher level of treatment 

to the public faster 
� Provides Paramedic 

treatment to the public 
before ambulance arrives

� Fire Department arrives 
on scene before 
ambulance 90% of the 
time

� The ability to improve the 
quality of standard care

� Additional Firefighters 
for fire responses
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Avila Beach: Serving Locals & 
Tourists
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SLO Co Resources

� Resources County Wide
� 43 Fire Engines – 24 hrs a day

� 11 ambulances (9 ambulances covered 24 
hrs and 2 ambulances on a 12 hrs a day)

� Agencies with Paramedic’s 
� Paso Robles FD, Atascadero FD, SLO City 

FD, Morro Bay FD, SLO Co FD / CAL FIRE, 
San Luis Ambulance, Cambria Health Care 
District
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How are we served now?

� San Luis Ambulance contracts with the county 
to provide paramedic and transporting service

� SLO County Emergency Medical Agency 
classifies communities as Urban / Rural / 
Remote

� Avila Beach is classified as Rural allowing up 
to a 30 minute response by the ambulance. 
Average response time is 11 minutes

� Avila Valley Engine 62 has a average 
response time is 6 minutes. 
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What happens when you dial 911

911

Sheriff’s Dispatch 
Center 

CAL FIRE / SLO Co 
Fire Dispatch

Med Com

Dispatch Fire Engine Dispatch Ambulance

Transport to Hospital
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Current Response Qualifications

� Fire Engine
� Two EMT 1’s with Automatic External 

Defibrillator

� Ambulance Staffing
� EMT 1
� Paramedic
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Skills / Training Differences

Paramedic
� Total of a minimum of 1090 hours of 

training
� 450 hours of didactic training / 

classroom
� 160 hours clinical / at hospital
� 480 hours of field internship

� Cardiac rhythm interpretation
� Advance airway skills
� 22 different medications available

EMT
� 120 hour of classroom training
� 110 hours of didactic training at a 

hospital
� 2 medications available

� Oxygen, glucose paste
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Ambulance to Avila Valley

� Avila Valley is serviced by two 
ambulance locations. (San Luis Obispo 
& Arroyo Grande)

� Each home base is a ten minute 
response to Station 62

� Field response can be longer if they are 
not at their home base
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SLAS Response Time Maps
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Parcels in Avila Valley
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Avila Beach Density Map
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Avila Valley Density Map
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Current Staffing Cost at Station 62

� Current Station 62 Staffing
� 6 fulltime personnel with 2 personnel 

assigned daily 24 / 7 / 365
� 3 Captains
� 3 Fire Apparatus Engineers
� Approximately 15 paid call firefighters 

� $848,000 a year
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Example of Staffing with 
Paramedics

� Model 1
� 3 personnel on duty 24 / 7 / 365, one being a 

paramedic
� Total Station personnel would be 3 Captains, (one 

paramedic), 5 Fire Apparatus Engineers (three 
paramedics).

� Increase of $335,950
� $218.15 per year per parcel*
� $18.18 per month*

* Costs are based on 1540 parcels in the Avila Valley area
** The above are estimates, it would be up to the District on staffing 

levels
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County EMS System

SLO Co Public Health
Jeff Hamm

SLO Co Board of 
Supervisors

Fire Department Ambulance Company

County Certified Paramedics

SLO Co EMS Agency
Dr Tom Ronay

County Health
Dr. Penny Borenstein

Ambulance Performance 
Operations Committee
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What needs to be done?

� Community Education regarding the 
difference between EMTs vs. 
Paramedics

� Survey the residents to see if there is an 
interest. 

� Formal support from Avila Valley 
Advisory Council
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Governmental Approval Agencies

� Approval from the SLO Co Emergency 
Medical Service Agency (EMSA)

� Review & Recommendation by Ambulance 
Performance Operations Committee (APOC)

� Approval from the County Board of 
Supervisors

� Avila tax payers vote for Special Assessment

� Staff Avila Valley with Paramedics
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Questions?

� What is next?


