
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection  /  San Luis Obispo County Fire Department 

   TRENCH RESCUE CHECKLIST 
     IMPORTANT!  A TRENCH IS DEFINED AS DEEPER THAN IT IS WIDE, NOT WIDER THAN 15 FEET 

 

DATE  START TIME   INCIDENT #  

Site location _______________ 

Industry or Contractors Name  ___________________________________________ 

COMPANY ADDRESS   CITY, STATE  

PHONE______________________________________ CONTRACTORS LICENSE #______________________________________ 

REPORTING PARTY / CONTACT PERSON  ENTRY PERMIT AVAIL.  � YES  � NO 

NUMBER OF VICTIMS__________ TIME LAST SEEN _____   CONSCIOUS   � YES  � NO         RESCUE  �                  RECOVERY  � 

SHUT DOWN ALL EQUIPMENT   �                                REQUEST LAW ENFORCEMENT   �             EVACUATE ALL WORKERS   � 

TYPE OF COLLAPSE 
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SPOIL SLIDE  �           WALL SHEAR  �      SLOUGH IN   �          LIP IN  �         SHORING FAILURE  �        OTHER  �  ____________________ 

ATMOSPHERIC HAZARDS:    %O2   _________ %LEL     __ PPM OF CO  __  PPM OF H2S 

 OTHER TOXIC GASES:     PPM OF   

METER SERIAL #_________________  METER CAL. DATE___________  SAMPLE TIME_________ TESTER NAME_______________ 

IMPORTANT!   A TRENCH W/ AN IDLH ATMOSPHERE IS A CONFINED SPACE!    PERMIT   �       MONITORING   �     VENTILATION   � 

PROTECTION IN PLACE 
 

IMPORTANT!  DO NOT ENTER PAST WAIST DEEP WITHOUT SHORING! 

EDGE PROTECTION:     2” X 12” PLANKS �  /  BACKBOARDS  �  /  SPOIL PILE MUST BE A MIN. OF 2’ FROM LIP OF TRENCH   � 

SHORING TYPE:             LUMBER  �  /  PIPE/POST SCREW JACKS   �  /  AIR STRUTS  �  /  SPEED SHORES  �  /  TRENCH BOX /SHIELD  � 

SLOPING/BENCHING:   SYSTEM SHOULD BE DESIGNED BY STATE REGISTERED CIVIL ENGINEER W/ ON-SITE PLANS 

 LADDERS:                  PLACED AT BOTH ENDS   �             <25’ TRAVEL TO EXIT  �           TIP OF LADDER MIN. OF 3’ ABOVE TRENCH LIP    � 

VENTILATION:              POSITIVE    �        NEGATIVE    �        COMBINATION    �               NONE    � 

OPERATION CHECKS 
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OPERATIONS PERIMETER CONTROL   �     ELIMINATE VEHICLE/RAILWAY MOVEMENT  � ELIMINATE IGNITION SOURCES   � 

PROVIDE LIGHTING   �                                    PROTECTIVE CLOTHING   � ATMOSPHERIC MONITORING   �  

RESPIRATORY PROTECTION:  SCBA   �  /  SAR   �   /   APR   �   /  N/A   � UTILITIES SECURED   � 

COMMUNICATION:  VISUAL   �  /    VOICE    �   /    HARDLINE   �  /  RADIO   �  /  ROPE   � 

ENTRY AND EXTRICATION:  TRIPOD  �  /  LADDER A-FRAME  �  /  DAVIT ARM  �  /   LADDER TRUCK    �   /  WINCH  �  /  OTHER:__________   

VICTIM PACKAGING:  STOKES   �  /  HALF-BACK   �  /  SKED   �  /  HARNESS   �  /   WRISTLETS   �  /  ANKLETS   �  / OTHER:__________        

SOIL REMOVAL:  VACUUM TRUCK/AIR MOVER   �  /  BUCKETS   �  /  SMALL SHOVELS   �   / OTHER:_____________________________ 

SCENE MANAGEMENT 
 

INCIDENT COMMANDER  

OPERATIONS                      

SAFETY OFFICER              

TECHNICAL SPECIALIST   

ENTRANT #1 _____________________________ BACK-UP ENTRANT #1 ___________________________   

ENTRANT #2 _____________________________ BACK-UP ENTRANT #2 ___________________________ 

 
 
 
 
Record all entry and 

exit times on log 
(on back) 
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EACH WORKER OR ENTRANT SHALL HAVE A TAG LINE ATTACHED TO THEIR FULL-BODY HARNESS   � 
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PERSONNEL ACCOUNTABILITY  �          EQUIPMENT REMOVED  �            SCENE SECURED  �            DEBRIEFING  �          OBTAIN FC-33’S  � 

TIME   DATE   OPERATIONS/SAFETY OFFICER  SIGNATURE  



California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
         San Luis Obispo County Fire Department 

 

Trench Rescue Materials - Order List*    Equipment Needs: 
*request “ready list” items #1-#15 via ECC   

Lumber Shoring should be #1 grade lumber w/ min. of knots  �  10 ¼ ” CIRCULAR SAW OR CHAINSAW W/ 20” BAR  
1. 16- sheets of ¾” exterior grade CDX plywood (sheeting)  �  GAS DETECTOR(S) 
2. 12- 2” x 12” x 12’ planks (uprights & edge protection)   �  VENTILATION FAN W/ DUCTING (ELECTRIC) 
3. 16- 4” x 4” x 8’ lumber (shores & wales)    �  MIN. OF 2 FULL-BODY HARNESSES  
4. 12- 2” x 4” x 8’ lumber (wedges & scabs)       �  2-  150’ ½” ROPES (TAG LINES) 
5. 1-  50 lb. box of 16 penny duplex nails    �  10- 20’ X 1” WEBBING 
6. 4 - sledge hammers (3-4 lb.)      �  CARABINERS 
7. 4-  3’ claw wrecking bar      �  4 LADDERS        
8. 4-  24 oz. framing hammers      �  VACUUM TRUCK / AIR MOVER       
9. 4-  25’ tape measures     
10. 2 - tri or speed squares      FOR  PIPE SCREW JACKS:   1 ½”  OR  2”   
11. 4 - carpenter belts w/ nail bags     �  ROTARY SAW W/ METAL BLADE (TO CUT PIPE) 
12. 6 - 5 gallon buckets       �  6 - 1 ½” or 2” x 10’ schedule 40 galvanized pipe  
13. 4 - small shovels       �  4 - rolls of duct tape 
14. 1 - shovel, long handle square point 
15. 1 - shovel, long handle round point 
Lumber above will shore a min. of 12’ long X 10’ deep X 4’ wide trench 
Notes: 
Shore from the top →down      Min. # of shores (crossbraces) required: 
Loose soil requires 1 ¼”  plywood for sheeting or double up ¾”  3 for lumber and Pipe / Post screw jacks 
4’ maximum vertical span between shores (crossbraces)   2 for hydraulic and air shores 
Place sheeting 2’ from trench lip & 2’ from bottom of trench  1 for speed shores w/ 2 struts 
Screw jacks should not be used for spans greater than 5’ 

 

    Entry Log 
RESCUER NAME ENTRY TIME TAG LINE 

Color 
EXIT TIME INITIAL 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

                                                            Soil Type Information 
                                           NOTE: One cubic foot of soil weighs approximately 100 pounds 

TYPE CONSTRUCTION 
CLASSIFICATION 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 
 

EXAMPLES OF SOIL TYPES 

A COMPACT HARD STABLE ROCK Clay, silty clay, sandy clay, cemented soils, shale 

B RUNNING Cohesive soil Crushed rock, silt, silty loam, sandy loam  

C SATURATED Loose soil Granular soil, gravel, sand, loamy sand, h2o seepage 

             CDF/SLO County Fire Rescue Response Guide    rev. 01-31-04 


