                    SLU Health and Safety Minutes

Aug. 26, 2009

North County Training Center

  The meeting was called to order at 0930. In attendance: Matt Mihalco (PRAAB), Nancy Koerperich (HQ), Tim Harness (Bat.4), Rick Swan (Prevention), Woody Bouska (Ventura), Danny Richard (Cuesta), Chad Britton, Ubaldo Gomez, Eric Brannon, Chris Rylance (Bat.1), Tom Swanson, Heather Thurston, Steve Martin, Dan Wormer, Rigoberto Valdez, Jimmy Jauregui, Ian Sanderson (Bat. 3), et al. 

Old Business
Review of Fire Behavior Alert from May. Predictions of an increase of fire activity and intensity along the coast and the north regions are ringing true. We are currently under a red flag warning and expected fire weather is to continue into the fall.

2009 Focus on Safety has a 83% compliance so far. This was started at the beginning of fire season so please complete the package for 100% compliance.

N1H1 Flu Prevention Guidelines are being developed at Sac. Expect new policies and guidelines to be issued within 30 days. Flu is expected to be worse this year. Free Vaccinations for the regular flu are available for emergency responders and their families (with ID, paystub, or business card) on Wednesday Sept. 23 from 7 – 10am and 3 – 7pm at the following locations, Paso Robles Fire Sta. 1, Grover Fire Station, Morro Bay Fire Station, SLO City Fire Sta. 1.

Nutrition and Energy drinks – There is no current policy on the consumption of energy drinks (Monster, Amp, Rock Star, Red Bull ect.) on the fireline. However, some command teams are restricting their use on their incidents. Remember , these are not ment as a meal replacement or for hydration. More to come on this subject

Vehicle accident reviews – MMU E 71 intersection accident with semi, minor injury, see Green Sheet. E3465 rear end accident with slow roll onto side, non injury. Engine is at Davis undergoing rollover testing. Cal Fire looking into model 34 incidents for a common thread ( design vs. driver training). Remember to sign the 101 cards, avoid loose items in cab, check for correct tire pressure and wear seatbelts ( everyone did!). Expect mandatory Model 34 operations and driving training coming out ( possibly at Co. Officers).

PPE Committee report – County currently field testing Globe turnout boots. Revisitation of the possibility of personnel to wear Warrington Pro turnout boots as an alternate was presented again. A white paper will be submitted to Cal Fire for proper review before any changes in the current structure boot policy can occur. Current 1727 footwear policy for non structural boots is vague at best , more to come on station wear.

New Business-

Please double check your MREs and avoid consuming the Dairy Shake Powder. The rest of the meals are safe. 

New chainsaw chaps are wider and carry a new USFS Spec. number  6.170-4F. These are tested to a higher chain speed than the old ones. Expect the new GSA chaps to be orange in color.

An Alaska state firefighter was burned in a flash fire refueling a hot Mark III portable pump. Remember to make sure that in portable devices the engine is cooled down and the fuel can is not pressurized do to high temperature.

Eye protection for chainsaw use- There is a  CAL FIRE policy to allow individuals that are using chainsaws to utilize BUGZ style (wire mesh) goggles for sawers and pullers. The mesh size is 20. This only applies to the wildland chainsaw use not structural operations.

There was several heat related incidents local and statewide that necessitates the need to remind everyone to review the heat related injury identification and prevention policies. Remember proper nutrition, physical fitness, hydration, and early prevention is key. Mike Harness suggested a topic for future to have a nutritionalist provide a short talk on how to improve the menus at the stations.  

  Heat related injuries due to double layering in crews are continuing problem. UC Davis is retesting the wildland fire ensemble to reflect the change to nomex over nomex pants. The testing includes thermal protection vs. the ability to shed built up body heat. The results will be interesting. The current policies on double layering on the shirts are under review but the two layers on the legs are here to stay. 

Nomex flight gloves are approved for HFEO and engine operators during fire operations while operating equipment / engines. This allows the operator to manipulate controls and radios without wearing wildland gloves. If the operator is away from the engine ( hoselay, mop up, cutting line ) wildland gloves must be worn. Gloves can be ordered thru the service center.

A new “Three stripes your out” powerpoint is available online under the Academy link in the intranet. The unit wants 100% compliance. Please fill out an IIPP-6 and foreword to training.

 Please ensure that the PT logs are completed daily at your stations. Remember to do tailgate briefings before hikes or training drills.

Trailer towing during emergency response SOG has been approved and is out to the field.

The request to change the “ available, off incident, to in quarters “ was discussed. The basis for the change is if an engine like La Panza goes available on a call in Creston at 2am and runs off the road on Hwy 58 no one may know about the incident till morning ( if lucky). This change would ensure that the available equipment made it back to quarters. Chief Koeperich is forwarding this thru staff. 

County fire is developing a SCBA replacement schedule.

Current fuel moistures to be released soon.

Accident Review

There were 6reviewed injuries this reporting period, 4 for lost time.. Please review Poison Oak identification, prevention and most importantly decon of ourselves, PPE and equipment.

Next meeting- Airport Sta. 21, October 28, 0930 hrs.

