SLU Health and Safety Committee

Meeting Minutes

November 3, 2010
The meeting was held at the Paso Robles AAB.  In attendance; J. Richardson (Chair), M. Mihalco/J. Tully (PRAAB), D. Richard (Cuesta), D. Rodriguez (B-12), J. Schmitz (FP), P. VanGerwen (Training), D. Fowler (B-14), M. Sparling (B-11), 
N. McCormack (HQ).
Minutes from July meeting
Old Business
· Turnout replacement and inspection- Will be conducted at Co. Officer training and rehire academy.

· Cal Fire Safety web page. Handout with guide given to members.
· Review safety advisories- tree snags, deploying fire shelter in water, haz-mat suicides.

· PPE- AC Swan talked about proposed new policy for; gloves, helmets, boots, turnouts.  (See new business)
· FF rehabilitation for wildland and structure incidents.

· Locator devices for personal water craft- Purchased.
· Hi-visibility vest.  Purchased not received yet in the unit.

· Medical Helicopters- FC Money explained county policy.

New Business 
· PPE draft- Committee reviewed draft.  Comments need to be sent to AC Swan and BC Richardson.  If you need a copy of the draft let me know.

· Earthquake plans- a sample of an earthquake plan was handed out.  All facilities should have something similar for their workplace.  It needs to be in the IIPP manual and should be in the facility cover guide.

· Winter driving- Employees need to ensure their vehicles are ready for in clement weather, (wipers, tires, etc.).  Employees need to review retarder use and safety.

· Roadway blocking- Committee reviewed equipment positioning when working on roadways.  3419 will include the hand out in an upcoming target safety program.

· IIPP- Instructions were handed out where to find the templates for the IIPP manual.  

Accident/Injury Review 
· There were seven injuries the committee reviewed.  Most of the injuries were preventable with good housekeeping, proper physical training techniques and proper ppe while engaged on an incident or training.

· There were numerous poison oak exposures that can be mitigated to a degree with plant identification training, proper hygiene, ppe and tool cleaning after exposure, and preventative medications prior and after exposure.

· Green/Blue Sheet reviews- The committee reviewed the statewide accident reports and encouraged employees to include them in their TGSB with their crews.
· Naomi gave a review of the new electronic injury reporting system that CAL Fire will use in the near future.  It is called IAPS (Injury Assessment and Prevention System). 

Round Table
· There is an issue with the Velcro blousers on some of the wildland pants.  The Velcro seems to be unusable after exposure to heat and or washings.
· There is a question of proper rain gear for employees on incidents.  Is it state issued, do we wear a safety vest over it on the roadways, were a few of the questions.  I will work with 3403 and state safety folks to determine an answer.
· There was a question about tire pressure on equipment.  I will work with the new FEM to get an answer if we are using the manufactures recommendations or max pressure.
· There was a request for more vehicle maintenance training for folks in the field to cut down on the time spent in the shop.  Basically they would like to know what they can work on and what needs to be done by a mechanic.  I will work with 3430 and 3419 to get some additional training.
Meeting was adjourned at 1115 hrs.  The next meeting will be in January and be determined around Company Officer classes, staff meetings, and Super Bowl Weekend.  I will send out a date with plenty of notice.

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me.

John C. Richardson

SLU/Health and Safety Officer 

(805) 903-3418  
